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The PR battle for the Gulf and other recent stories
about the BP oil spill that you may have missed
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In this Wednesday, April 21, 2010 aerial file photo taken in the Gulf of Mexico, more than 50 miles southeast of Venice on
Louisiana's tip, the Deepw ater Horizon oil rig is seen burning. The oil platform that burned for 36 hours after a massive explosion

sank into the Gulf of Mexico on Thursday, April 22, 2010, the U.S. Coast Guard said. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File) Read and post
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¢ BP spokesman (and former journalist) Geoff Morrell authored an op-ed for the

news website POLITICO titled "No, BP Didn't Ruin the Gulf."
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/10/gulf-coast-
recovery-expectations-112088.html#.VFPQXvnF9op) The story
prompted a rebuttal from the Ocean Conservancy's Kara Lankford titled "Yes,
BP Did Damage the Gulf." Most Read
(http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/10/yes-bp-did-

damage-the-gulf-112211.html#.VFPQA nF9or)(POLITICO)
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¢ Geoff Morrell's opinion piece -- and the ensuing criticism it incited -- prompted an
analysis by the Columbia Journalism Review: "...Morrell's message can be read as
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part of a larger public relations strategy, forgoing transparency and mea culpas
and instead defining the narrative of recovery post-spill with BP as a victim of
misinformation, "wrote Alexis Sobel Fitts. (CJR.org
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¢ The Gulf Restoration Network, an environmental group based in New Orleans, has
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¢ A new $40 million partnership the will give money for conservation projects to Joran van der Sloot

farmers and private landowners in states affected by BP's 2010 oil spill in the Gulf reportedly stabbed in prison

of Mexico, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced Tuesday.
. (http://lwww.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/11/joran_van_der_sloa
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¢ A group of California scientists discovered what they're calling a "bathtub ring" of Active Discussions

oil beneath the Gulf of Mexico. In a study published this week
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