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In this Wednesday, April 21, 2010 aerial f ile photo taken in the Gulf of Mexico, more than 50 miles southeast of Venice on
Louisiana's tip, the Deepw ater Horizon oil rig is seen burning. The oil platform that burned for 36 hours after a massive explosion
sank into the Gulf of Mexico on Thursday, April 22, 2010, the U.S. Coast Guard said. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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BP spokesman (and former journalist) Geoff Morrell authored an op-ed for the

news website POLITICO titled "No, BP Didn't Ruin the Gulf."

(http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/10/gulf-coast-

recovery-expectations-112088.html#.VFPQXvnF90p) The story

prompted a rebuttal from the Ocean Conservancy's Kara Lankford titled "Yes,

BP Did Damage the Gulf."

(http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/10/yes-bp-did-

damage-the-gulf-112211.html#.VFPQA_nF90r)(POLITICO)

Geoff Morrell's opinion piece -- and the ensuing criticism it incited -- prompted an

analysis by the Columbia Journalism Review: "...Morrell's message can be read as

part of a larger public relations strategy, forgoing transparency and mea culpas

and instead defining the narrative of recovery post-spill with BP as a victim of

misinformation, "wrote Alexis Sobel Fitts. (CJR.org

(http://www.cjr.org/the_observatory/bp_politico_flack.php#sthash.WMSRslMy.dpuf.))

The Gulf Restoration Network, an environmental group based in New Orleans, has

filed a lawsuit

(http://www.healthygulf.org/sites/healthygulf.org/files/1_grn_complaint_10-

23-2014.pdf) seeking to block the use of $58 million in Deepwater Horizon oil

spill recovery funds to construct a hotel and conference center at Gulf State Park

in Gulf Shores. (AL.com

(http://www.al.com/news/beaches/index.ssf/2014/10/gulf_state_park_convention_cen_1.html#incart_river))

The PR battle for the Gulf and other recent stories
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BP executive on
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It's not all our
fault

(http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/bp_executive_on_deepwater_hori.html#incart_related_stories)

Gulf Coast private
landowners
eligible for $40
million from BP oil
spill

(http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/gulf_coast_private_landowners.html#incart_related_stories)

A new $40 million partnership the will give money for conservation projects to

farmers and private landowners in states affected by BP's 2010 oil spill in the Gulf

of Mexico, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced Tuesday.

(Associated Press

(http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/gulf_coast_private_landowners.html#incart_related_stories))

A group of California scientists discovered what they're calling a "bathtub ring" of

oil beneath the Gulf of Mexico. In a study published this week

(http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2014/10/23/1414873111.abstract)

in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, researchers detailed their

findings. (AL.com

(http://www.al.com/business/index.ssf/2014/10/researchers_say_a_bathtub_ring.html#incart_river))

BP wants oil spill claims czar Patrick Juneau to turn over a multimillion dollar

audit of the program the company bankrolled. The audit, carried out by

McGladrey LLP, is the second one performed on the claims process. (Nola.com |

The Times-Picayune

(http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2014/10/bp_asks_federal_judge_to_order.html#incart_river))
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Morrell and Juneau are irrelevant. The real story is how the BP oil spill settlement & fund
approach are wrong for America!
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